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Body 


If Greta Thunberg makes you uncomfortable, that's OK. She makes me uncomfortable, too. She's a 16-year-old girl 
laser focused on telling the world it's doomed and shaming those complicit in dooming it: us. 


That is, adults who don't care or who don't do enough (or anything at all) to address climate change - adults who 
throw their carrot skins in the compost bin and call it a day. The Swedish activist is also, by her own admission, 
uninterested in making nice. "I'm on the autism spectrum,” she told CBS. "I don't really care about social codes that 
way." 


However, most of us do care about social codes, which is why we're surprised and in some cases, unnerved, when 
a teenager who looks much younger than she is but who sounds much older, reprimands a room full of world 
leaders. Thunberg doesn't stand on ceremony. She eviscerates it. 


"You have stolen my dreams and my childhood with your empty words. And yet, I'm one of the lucky ones," she 
said this month at the UN Climate Action Summit in New York. "People are suffering. People are dying. Entire 
ecosystems are collapsing. We are in the beginning of a mass extinction, and all you can talk about is money and 
fairy tales of eternal economic growth. How dare you!" 


How dare she is more like it. Thunberg's made a lot of friends in politics and media since she set sail for New York 
City, but she's made a lot of enemies, too. 


Some of these enemies are cruel: they make fun of her appearance and her Asperger's syndrome. They insist she's 
a puppet controlled by attention-seeking parents. 


But many of Thunberg's critics aren't cruel. They're simply deluded. They believe that by speaking clearly and 
dramatically about climate change, she is stoking fears and anxiety among ordinary people and worse, children. 
There appears to be a worry among certain leaders that Thunberg is going to scare us all to death before climate 
change gets us. 


This week, in the aftermath of Thunberg's fiery address, Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison expressed 
concern for the children of his nation. He said: "| want children in Australia to feel positive about their future, and | 
think it is important we give them that confidence that they will not only have a wonderful country and pristine 
environment to live in, that they will also have an economy to live in as well. | don't want our children to have 
anxieties about these issues." 


The problem is that they already have "anxieties about these issues," as well as several others that have nothing to 
do with the natural world (for example, how many likes they rack up on Instagram). The notion that Thunberg is 
responsible for anxiety about climate change among teens is backwards. She's simply expressing an angst that 
already exists. According to a major survey by the Washington Post and the Kaiser Family Foundation, more than 
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half of U.S. teens are "afraid" and "angry" when it comes to the "issue of climate change." The good news is that 54 
per cent of those teens are also "motivated" to do something about it. 


Adults: arguably less so. A recent poll shows that 56 per cent of Americans think actions must be taken "right now" 
to curb climate change. But 56 per cent of American adults aren't walking out of their workplaces (as many teens 
are walking out of their schools) to protest inaction by world leaders. They certainly aren't sailing around the world. 
And it's doubtful that 56 per cent of adults anywhere are willing to give up on air travel or eating meat - activities that 
are said to contribute to climate change. 


Many of us live in blissful ignorance about the state of the world. 


The idea that Greta Thunberg is going to cripple millions of people with anxiety around an issue they mostly ignore 
is absurd. If anything her blunt delivery will get people to pay slightly more attention to climate change than they did 
last month. She adds urgency and drama to a fight that desperately needs some - and that, until she arrived, 
scowling on the scene, had none. 


Twitter: @emmaroseteitel 


Classification 


Language: ENGLISH 


Document-Type: COLUMN 


Publication-Type: NEWSPAPER 


Subject: CHILDREN, ADOLESCENTS & TEENS (89%); SHAMING (77%); CLIMATE ACTION (76%); ECONOMIC 
CONDITIONS (76%); ASPERGER'S SYNDROME (75%); AUTISM (75%); HEADS OF STATE & GOVERNMENT 
(72%); PRIME MINISTERS (72%); UNITED NATIONS (71%); DEATH & DYING (67%); ECONOMIC GROWTH 
(64%) 


Person: GRETA THUNBERG (79%); SCOTT MORRISON (51%) 


Geographic: NEW YORK, NY, USA (73%); NEW YORK, USA (90%); AUSTRALIA (91%) 


Load-Date: September 26, 2019 


End of Document 


